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Words to Contemplate in Advent

“Joy really has little to do with happiness or unhappiness, and 
everything to do with meaning and fulfilment. Didn’t Paul write 
of Jesus that ‘for the joy that was set before hm, he endured the 
cross’ (Heb. 12:2)? How paradoxical and true. And that brings 
us back to the love embodied in the child in the manger, the 
love that is of God, that ‘bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things’ (1 Cor. 13:7). The love that 
is the name of the human journey. It is in being loved and in 

loving that we find life’s deepest meaning, a meaning that we can 
affirm in the face of tragedies we cannot fathom and in the face 

of human stupidities we understand all too well. The highest 
purpose of the Christian faith is to make people loving – by 

choice. And the first fruit of love is joy, the joy of meaning and 
fulfillment. 

“So, dearly beloved of the Lord, may your Christmas be full of 
promise, hope, love, and joy. May our Christmas together be 

one in which we are present to one another in tragedy, sin, and 
happiness, as God is present to us in Emmanuel-which means, 

‘God with us’.”  

 - William Sloane Coffin, Riverside Church, NYC, from a 
sermon titled “Joy”, Dec. 23, 1983. Based on Isaiah 60:1-5 and 

Matthew 1:18-23.



What’s Happening At Crossfield United This Sunday?
Join us this Sunday, December 14th at 10 a.m. as we continue the Advent journey to Bethlehem’s stable. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as Joy Sunday, sometimes Gaudete Sunday (a Latin term meaning “rejoice” or “be 
glad”. The colour pink (rose) is often used, symbolizing joy or joyfulness, a liturgical move away from penitential purple 
or royal blue of the season.  The tradition is borrowed from the Lenten observance of Laetare Sunday, the 4th Sunday 

in Lent. On that day the Latin words of the Introit for the Roman Catholic Mass, “Rejoice with Jerusalem” (Isaiah 
66:10), provide a sort of respite from the rigourous spiritual observances of Lent. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will also be celebrated this week at worship.  Prayers will be offered, readings from 
the Bible heard, our Choir will sing, and together we’ll contemplate the wonder and joy of the coming celebration of 

Christ’s Incarnation.   Fellowship and refreshments to follow. 



Upcoming Worship Services:

* December 14th, 10 a.m:  Advent 3/ Sacrament of Communion/ Matthew 11:2-11 – Reversal of Fortune. 

* December 21st, 10 a.m:  Advent 4/ Matthew 1:18-25 – Joseph.

* December 24th, 7 p.m.:   * Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

• December 28th, 10 a.m:  First Sunday after Christmas.

* January 4th, 10 a.m.: Second Sunday after Christmas.



Our final gathering of 2025 will take place Thursday, Dec. 18th, 3 – 4:15 
p.m., as usual. Readings:  Isaiah 7:10-16;  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 

1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25. Drop-ins welcome.  
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